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METRO, B1 


STUDY: METRO INCOMES 
FLAT, INEQUALITY LINGERS 


EXPLAINER, A2 


WHERE WILL BREXIT 
GO FROM HERE? 


NATION & WORLD, A3 


PASSENGERS RESCUED OFF 
CRUISE SHIP IN STORM 


By Eric Tucker, Michael Balsamo, 
Chad Day and Julie Pace 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department declared Sunday 
that special counsel Robert Muel- 
ler’s long investigation did not find 
evidence that President Donald 
Trump’s campaign “conspired 
or coordinated” with Russia to 
influence the 2016 presidential 
election, setting off celebrations 
of vindication by Trump and his 
supporters. Mueller also investi- 
gated whether Trump obstructed 
justice but did not come toa defin- 
itive answer. 

In a four-page letter to Con- 
gress, Attorney General William 
Barr quoted Mueller’s report as 
stating it “does not exonerate” 
the president on obstruction. 
Instead, Barr said, it “sets out 
evidence on both sides of the 
question.” 

Trump, in Florida, said the 
report proved “there was no col- 
lusion” as he has contended for 
many months. He also claimed 
it showed there was no obstruc- 
tion and said it was a shame that 
he and the nation had to suffer 
through “an illegal takedown 
that failed.” 

Barr released his summary of 
Mueller’s report Sunday after- 
noon. Mueller wrapped up his 
investigation on Friday with no 
new indictments, bringing to a 
close a probe that has shadowed 
Trump for nearly two years. 


Report continued on A4 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Excerpts from William Barr's 
summary letter to Congress, A4 
» Both sides of the aisle have 
strong reactions to letter, A4 


TOP NATIONAL STORY RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


MUELLER: NO RUSSIA COLLUSION 


Trump: ‘Tllegal takedown failed; 
critics say questions remain 


Report ‘does not exonerate’ 
president on obstruction. 


President Donald Trump speaks to reporters Sunda before boarding Air Force One in West Palm Beach, 
Fla. The president said the report proved “there was no collusion.” TOM BRENNER / THE NEW YORK TIMES 


») 


BALANCED COVERAGE 


« 


The debate over Special Counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into President Trumps divisive, 
and these types of controversial stories receive special treatment. We always try to present as much 
information as possible so that readers can use those facts to reach their own conclusions. To do that, we 
rely ona variety of sources that represent multiple points of view. Today's story, for example, includes a 
response from President Donald Trump, as well as reaction from Democrats, suchas U.S. Rep. Jerry Nadler, 
and Republicans, such as U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham. 


D 


WHAT'S NEXT 


« 


There will be a push on Capitol Hill for Attorney General William Barr to release the full Mueller report. The 
House voted nearly unanimously, 420-0, on March 14 fora full release of findings. And, on Sunday, House 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D-NY., said Congress needs to hear from Barr about his 
decision and see “all the underlying evidence” 

Also, additional Trump-related investigations continue in other parts of the Justice Department, in 


Congress and in New York state. 


Republican Doug Collins (left) 
and Democrat Hank Johnson 
both sit on the U.S. House 
Judiciary Committee. 


Trump’s 
a. allies, 

critics 

weigh in 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@aje.com 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’stop Georgia allies on Cap- 
itol Hill declared victory on Sun- 
day after an official summary of 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
Russia probe concluded there was 
no evidence that Trump’s cam- 
paign colluded with the Krem- 
lin to influence the 2016 election. 
US. Rep. Doug Collins of Gaines- 
ville, the senior Republican on the 
House Judiciary Committee, said 
Mueller studied the question with 
“every available Justice Depart- 
ment resource at his disposal.” 
“The special counsel's investiga- 
tion was long, thorough and con- 
clusive: There was no collusion. 
There is no constitutional crisis,” 
he said. “Russia is a bad actor with 
dark intentions, but there is no 
evidence that they compromised 
a presidential nominee.” 
Collins was among the first 
lawmakers to receive the sum- 
mary compiled by Attorney 
General William Barr on Sunday 
afternoon. The House Judiciary 


Allies continued on A4 


ONLY IN THE AJC HEALTH CARE 


Fate of strained hospitals 
rests with Legislature 


Under consideration: 
bills to spur competition, 
expand insurance. 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


As Mary Jo Fennell collapsed 
in the passenger seat from heart 
failure, her daughter, Conni Bur- 
ley, checked their location. Eight 
miles from the local hospital in 
Sandersville. She turned her car 
around and drove; emergency 
room staff stabilized Fennell’s 
heart with an external pacemaker 
before putting her on a helicop- 
ter to Macon. They saved her life. 

“She would not have made 
it for me to make it to Macon,” 
Burley said. 

Burley and her mom believe 
the rural Georgia hospital, Wash- 


D) WHY IT MATTERS 


Hospitalsacrossrural 
Georgiaareinjeopardy, 
and when hospitals close, 
communities lose jobs and 
resilience. Arural/urban 
economicand health care 
divide can damage even 
metro Atlantain attracting 
major employers. Delaying 
solutionswill only cost 
Georgians more down the 
road, and bailouts by the state 
Legislature cost all taxpayers. 


ington County Regional Medical 
Center, mustn’t shut down. 

But that’s not out of the ques- 
tion. 


Hospitals continued on A9 


METRO, B1 
FireDepartment seeks 
recruitsinhighschool 
Course teaching the essentials 
of firefighting will be offered in 


all Atlanta public high schools 
inthe 2020-21 schoolyear. 
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ONLY INTHEAJC STACEY ABRAMS. 


Abrams keeps high profile 
as she plots her next step 


She mulls race vs. Sen. 
Perdue, Kemp rematch, 
even presidential run. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@aje.com 


NASHVILLE, TENN. — Since losing 
the race for Georgia governor, 
Stacey Abrams has trekked to 
England to speak to college stu- 
dents and traveled across Geor- 
gia on a “thank-you tour.” She’s 
hawked her book at a campus 
in Nashville, the Gramercy The- 
atre in New York and a confer- 
ence of lesbian tech leaders in 
San Francisco. 

She's appeared on a Super Bowl 
ad with a Republican, journeyed 
on MARTA trains to promote Gwin- 
nett County’s transit referendum, 
hit the late-night talk show cir- 


cuit and drawn 
huge crowds to 
podcast tapings. 

She's deliv- 
ered the State 
of the Union 
Democratic 
response, dined 
with presiden- 
tial contenders 
and been floated as a running 
mate to Joe Biden — even as she 
weighs whether to run for the 
White House herself. 

And she’s managed to raise 
her national profile higher than 
ever before, turning her nar- 
row defeat by Brian Kemp intoa 
potential springboard to bigger 
things. Even she has marveled at 
the heights of her political celeb- 
rity, quipping last week to Van- 


Stacey 
Abrams 
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